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Message from the Director 
 
The note that President Lincoln left on his desk was 
“a riddle that beset his mind and haunted his heart.”i 
It was penned by the President himself and was not 
intended for publication.  John Hay made a copy of 
it:   
 

          
 

 
“The will of God prevails.  In great contests, 
each party claims to act in accordance with 
the will of God.  Both may be, and one must 
be, wrong.  God cannot be for and against the 
same thing at the same time.  In the present 
civil war it is quite possible that God’s 
purpose is something different from the 
purpose of either party; and yet the human 
instrumentalities, working just as they do, are 
the best adaptation to affect his purpose.  I am 
almost ready to say that this is probably true; 
that God wills this contest, and wills that it 

shall not end yet.  By his mere great power on 
the minds of the new contestants, he could have 
either saved or destroyed the Union without 
human contest. Yet the contest began.  And 
having begun, he could give the final victory to 
either side any day.  Yet the contest proceeds.”ii   

 
What was it about Lincoln’s riddle that “beset his 
mind and haunted his heart”?  Was it the possibility 
that God’s purpose might be different from his own?  
Was it the heavy thought that God permits pain and 
suffering to achieve His divine purposes?  Was it the 
paradox of imperfect “human instrumentality” as the 
primary instrument of a perfect God?   
 
What an extraordinary glimpse into the soul of one of 
our nation’s greatest leaders “struggling in the spirit”iii  
– in humility and sincerity – questioning his own 
rightness (and righteousness)!  And then to consider 
his corresponding courage to move forward – at the 
risk of thousands of lives.     
 
Why did he take the risk?  He took the risk because he 
felt the weight of personal responsibility, conscience, 
and principle greater than he felt the weight of 
punishment for honest error. 
 
Sincere seekers of truth have wrestled with this riddle 
for ages.  Though all seekers may find slightly 
different answers to the riddle, all have gained what 
Mr. Lincoln gained in the process – true education.   
 
True Education 
 
Printed in large letters and laminated on a poster that is 
ever-present before students in one of American 
Heritage School’s classrooms is a definition of “true 
education” that incorporates the fundamental concept 
of “true religion”:   
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“True religion is the guidance provided by a loving 
Heavenly Father to His children.  The primary 
purpose of true religion is to enable all those who so 
desire to fulfill their destiny. True education is the 
process of people helping each other to recognize, 
understand, and experience true religion.”iv  
 
There is something about the process of seeking God 
that tends to result in a balanced perspective of 
people and events.  To know Him is to obtain life 
eternal.v  To seek Him is to experience true 
education!       
 
Consider the case of George Washington Carver, an 
African American born in the South in 1864 – a  
mere two years after Lincoln’s fateful Act of 1862 
emancipating the slaves – which, as long as the 
fighting raged on, had no efficacy to save Carver’s 
parents who were sold away before he could ever 
look upon their faces.  In time, the boy Carver 
became the brilliant American botanist who 
overcame the vilest of racial prejudice and hatred to 
shine forth as one of the world’s most renowned 
experts in agricultural sciences.  Like Lincoln, he 
was an extraordinary “seeker”.  In discovering the 
hundreds of culinary, industrial, cosmetic and other 
gifts of nature hidden within the common peanut, 
Professor Carver described his process of seeking as 
follows: 
 

Heartsore and beset by the inexplicable 
contradictions of life, [I] groped for solace 
that day in the pre-dawn darkness of [my] 
beloved woodlands.  And searching for the 
first glimmer of the new morning, I cried out, 
“Oh, Mr. Creator, why did You make this 
universe?”  And the Creator answered me: 
“You want to know too much for that little 
mind of yours - Ask me something more your 
size.”  So I said, “Dear Mr. Creator, tell me 
what man was made for.”  Again he spoke to 
me, and He said, “Little man, you are still 
asking for more than you can handle.  Cut 
down the extent of your request and improve 
the intent.”  And then I asked my last 
question: “Mr. Creator, why did You make 
the peanut?”  “That’s better!” the Lord said, 
and He gave me a handful of peanuts and 
went with me back to the laboratory and, 
together, we got down to work.vi 

 
What happened next is a marvelous illustration of true 
education! In the words of one biographer:      
 

Now the hours fled, the whole day and the night, 
as he literally tore the peanut apart, isolating its 
fats and gums and resins and sugars and 
starches.  Spread before him were pentoses, 
pentosans, legumins, lysine, admido and amino 
acids, all chemically pried from the remarkable 
little bundle of vegetable energy called the 
peanut.  Endlessly he tested different 
combinations under varying degrees of heat and 
pressures and, miraculously, his hoard of 
synthetic treasures grew:  peanut butter, flour, 
ink, dyes, shoe polish, creosote, salve, shaving 
cream, paper, soil conditioner, insulating 
board, fuel brickettes, synthetic marble, milk… 
 
All through the daylight and darkness he 
worked, and for another day and another night, 
huddled over his single lamp in the surrounding 
gloom, dismissing the worried knocks on his 
door “Are you alright, Dr. Carver?” –with a 
curt, “Yes! Yes! Please let me be.”  He left the 
laboratory only to fetch more peanuts and 
occasionally, absent-mindedly, threw some in 
his mouth for nourishment.   
 
But the truth was that now his strength came 
from within.  He felt himself to be in God’s 
hands, the mortal instrument of a divine 
revelation.vii 
 

                       
                      
(George Washington Carver, 1864-1943.  His epitaph reads “He 
could have added fortune to fame, but caring for neither, he found 
happiness and honor in being helpful to the world.”) 
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George Washington Carver refused to take a dime or 
otherwise claim ownership of his inventions and 
innovations.  Instead, he devoted his life to freely 
imparting his “intellectual property” with all – 
including students, farmers, and even major 
corporations – who could benefit from what he knew 
was never “his” to begin with.   
 
Great men and women have always been seekers of 
perspective that is greater than their own.  This is the 
essence of learning – and of true education – to gain 
the view of One who comprehends all because he 
has ascended above and descended below allviii  – and 
then to share that view with others!   
 
I love the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons!  
They are a time of reflection upon the relationship 
of God to Man, Man to Man, and Man to Things – 
a process that gives us a view of ourselves and 
each other that is ripe with potential for “true 
education”.  As a natural consequence of the same 
process, this season is also one that “besets 
minds” and “haunts hearts”.  If that is the case for 
us, let us remind ourselves of the following 
prayer:   
 
"God grant us the serenity to accept the things we 
cannot change, the courage to change the things we 
can, and the wisdom to know the difference." ix  
 
Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas!   
 
Sincerely,  
 
--Grant Beckwith 
_______________________ 
 

i Carl Sandburg, Abraham Lincoln, The Prairie Years and 
The War Years, pp. 321-322.  
ii  Id. 
iii  Enos 1:10 (President Lincoln might have appreciated 
the “struggle in spirit” of the early American prophet 
Enos, to whom the Lord declared: “I have given unto 
them this land; and I curse it not save it be for the cause of 
iniquity; wherefore, I will visit thy brethren according as I 
have said; and their transgressions will I bring down with 
sorrow upon their own heads.”) 

iv Dr. Neil Flinders, BYU and CES educator (emeritus), 
author “Teach the Children: An Agency Approach to 
Education”. 
v John 17:3. 
vi Lawrence Elliot, George Washington Carver: The Man 
Who Overcame, pp. 155-157.    
vii  Id. 
viii D&C 88:6. 
ix Prayer of Serenity, anonymous author, used widely by 
Alcoholics Anonymous. 
 
 

**************** 
 
“So amidst the conflict, whether great or small, do not 
be discouraged, God is over all!” 
 

 
 

(“Civil War Christmas” by Thomas Nast, 1863. 
This print shows a touching scene of husband and wife with 

children - separated by war on Christmas Eve 1862. The picture is 
from the January 1863 edition of Harper's Weekly.) 

 
**************** 
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Thank You Mark Kastleman! 
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On November 9, 2007, Mark Kastleman gave the 
Family Lecture Series presentation entitled 
“Protecting our Homes and Families from the 
Harmful Effects of Media”. Thank you Mark for a 
truly inspiring and thought-provoking evening!  The 
information presented at this lecture can be obtained 
by purchasing a copy of Mark’s book entitled “The 
Drug of the New Millenium: The Brain Science 
Behind Internet Pornography Use”, which includes 
a CD-ROM containing audio of the same 
information that Mark shared with us at the Family 
Lecture Series even last month. The book and CD-
ROM can be purchased at www.markkastleman.com 
or www.3powerprinciples.com.  Thank you Mark!    
 

 
2007/2008 Family Lecture Series Calendar 
 
January 11 Douglas E. Brinley (flyer attached) 
February 8 No Lecture, 2/28 Patriotic Program 
March 14 TBA 
 
The Family Lecture Series is offered at the 
American Heritage School North auditorium 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Please be seated by 7:25 
p.m.  Admission is free of charge.  All are welcome 
– ages 14 and up.  Any who would like to personally 
meet and greet the guest lecturer are invited to attend 
a reception with light refreshments that is held 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Boardroom on the 
second level of the building.  

 
American Heritage School is Expanding!   

 
On November 30, 2007, American Heritage School 
announced detailed plans for unified 7th-12th grade 
junior high and high school programs at American 
Heritage School!  If you are interested in more details 
about the American Heritage High School program, 
please visit the School’s website at  http://american-
heritage.org/pdf/High%20School%20Update%2011-
30-07.pdf  or go to our homepage at www.american-
heritage.org and click on the link “High School 
Update” under the “For Parents” section. 
 
Our goal is to raise $4 million for the building 
expansion by the end of the academic year.  We 
cannot do this alone!  We ask you to please consider 
making a tax-deductible contribution to the School—
paid monthly, quarterly, or all at once—to help us 
achieve the vision of a full K-12 program that prepares 
our children for their future like no other school in the 
world!  And, this year, all donations up to $100,000 
will be matched 5-to-1 by generous and devoted 
supporters of the School who believe in this vision!  
Please see the attached letter from Mrs. Swim, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of American 
Heritage School, for more details about this exciting 
opportunity for the School! 

 
**************** 

 
A Special Christmas Message from the 
Children of American Heritage School! 

 
Please take a few moments to view a very special 
Christmas message from the children of American 
Heritage School!  You can click on the following link:   
 
http://american-heritage.org/AHSCard/card.html  
 
…or go to our homepage www.american-heritage.org 
to find it as well. 
 
       

**************** 
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Douglas Brinley is a nationally recognized author, lecturer, and university professor in the 
areas of marriage and family relations.  A Professor of Church History & Doctrine at BYU, 
Dr. Brinley earned a PhD from Brigham Young University in Family Studies and bachelors 
degree in Economics from Utah State University.  He has authored or co-authored 9 books on 
marriage and family relations, including “Between Husband & Wife: Gospel Perspectives on 
Marital Intimacy,” “First Comes Love,” (a book for those preparing for marriage), its sequel 
called “Then Comes Marriage,” and “Living a Covenant Marriage.”   His 10th and newest 
book is entitled: “America's Hope:  Why Every Other Civilization Has Failed, and What You 
Can Do to Save This One.”  Dr. Brinley and his wife Geri live in Provo and are the parents of 
six children.    
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Dear Friends,  
 
With each new generation comes their moment in time to carry the torch and to build upon the dreams, 
sacrifices, and good works of those who precede them. 
 
In our administration office, placed on a desk where we can see it often, is a token of one sacrifice by a 
family who preceded us at American Heritage School.  It is a personal check, written on January 17, 1970, 
by H. Verlan and Shirley Andersen, in the amount of $1,000.  This check, which the Andersens faithfully 
drew upon their own modest resources, was the down-payment to secure a mortgage on a small building 
where they and other devoted families planned to start a school where their children's academic learning 
could be enhanced and enlightened by principles of morality, religion, liberty and patriotism.  On August 31, 
1970, American Heritage School opened its doors with 80 students enrolled.   
 
Nearly four decades later, American Heritage School has become a model for families and educators 
nationwide who are seeking an educational atmosphere in which Christ-centered curriculum places “God, 
Family, Country and Academic Excellence” deeply in the hearts and minds of the children.  We are building 
upon the dreams and sacrifices of those who preceded us!  We desire to extend the blessings of American 
Heritage School to more students and families by expanding our campus to facilitate a high school program, 
including additional classrooms and an orchestra facility.         
 
Our goal is to raise $4 million for the building expansion by the end of the academic year.  We cannot do this 
alone!  We ask you to please consider making a tax-deductible contribution to the School—paid monthly, 
quarterly, or all at once—to help us achieve the vision of a full K-12 program that prepares our children for 
their future like no other school in the world!  And, this year, all donations up to $100,000 will be matched 
5-to-1 by generous and devoted supporters of the School who believe in this vision!       
 
No contribution is too small!  We appreciate your sacrifice in giving a matchable donation to the School.  
Thank you in advance for your time and generosity and for making American Heritage School such a special 
environment for the children.              
 
Yours very truly, 

                      
Laurie Swim    Grant Beckwith 
Chairman, Board of Directors  Principal 
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Yes, I Would Like to Give! 

If you would like to help support American Heritage School by donating, no matter how 
small the contribution, please do any one of the following: 
1. Mail a donation and contribution form (below) to any Administrator or Board Member at 

American Heritage School at the following address: 

American Heritage School 
736 North 1100 East, American Fork, Utah 84003 

Attn: Educating Hearts & Minds Campaign 

or 
2. Make a donation online!  Log on to american-heritage.org/giving and make a secure 

payment using your credit card.  If you would like to make a regularly scheduled 
donation, please use the contribution form below and deliver it to the School. 

or 
3. Make an in-kind contribution to school (please call first if it is a large or unique item). 

or 
4. Arrange a time to discuss a potential donation with Mr. Beckwith. You can contact Mr. 

Beckwith directly at 801-642-0055 ext. 302 or you can arrange an appointment with Mr. 
Beckwith by calling Shari Wheeler at the front desk, 801-642-0055. 

 
Contribution Form, American Heritage School Educating Hearts & Minds Campaign 
                                          “God, Family, Country, Academic Excellence” 

Name: _______________________________________ E-mail: ________________________  

Address: ____________________________________________________________________  

City: _________________________________________ State: _______ Zip: _____________  

Total amount $ ____________    Designated For:______________________________________________________            
                   Thank you for your contribution! 
                                         Your gift is tax-deductible to 
Type of Payment: 3 Check                         the extent allowed by law. 

���������������3 Credit Card   ______Visa   ______ Mastercard   ______ Discover   ______ American Express  

3 Charge my credit card now.  3 Charge my credit card monthly.  3 Charge my credit card quarterly.                    736 North 1100 East 
                      American Fork, Utah 84003 
Acct. #: __________________________________________________   Expires: __________          801-642-0055 
                   www.american-heritage.org 
Signature: ___________________________________________________________________                       
    

  
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

Contributions to American Heritage School are tax deductible.  American Heritage Schools, Inc. is a Utah non-profit corporation 
recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax-exempt organization under section 501c3 of the Internal Revenue Code.  A 

donation receipt and IRS tax-exemption determination letter can be provided upon request. 
 


