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Message from the Director 
 

“No culture can survive that is ignorant of its own 
traditions.” i   
 
Last month on my way to work, I heard a national 
radio broadcast highlighting the mindset of the 
average 18-year-old student entering college this fall.ii  
Born in 1988, this class of 2010 grew up viewing the 
world through a computer screen and surfing the 
Internet as they learned to read.  Following are a few 
notable “mindset”  characteristics of this year’s 
entering freshman class:   
 
-  The Soviet Union has never existed and is “about as 
scary as the student union” . 
-  They have known only two presidents. 
-  There has always been only one Germany. 
-  They have rarely mailed anything using a stamp. 
-  They are wireless, yet always connected. 
-  They have always been able to watch wars and 
revolutions live on television.        
-  They have always had access to their own credit 
cards. 
-  They have never put their money in a “Savings & 
Loan.”  
-  Bad behavior has always been the most popular 
subject for amateur videos. 
-  They grew up with virtual pets to feed, water, and 
play games with, lest they die. 
-  Professional athletes have always competed in the 
Olympics. 
-  Non-denominational mega-churches have always 
been the fastest growing religious organizations in the 
U.S. 
-  Brides have always worn white for a first, second, 
or third wedding. 

-  Television stations have never concluded the 
broadcast day with the National Anthem.iii 
 
Courses taught by college professors to the class of 
2010 will be important capstones in these students’  
formal educational pyramid.  But in the words of one 
former U.S. Secretary of Education, it is not our 
nation’s colleges, but rather our nation’s elementary 
schools, that are most responsible for the safekeeping 
of our national heritage and future:    
 

Elementary schools hold the responsibility of 
transmitting to each new generation what 
may be called our ‘common culture’  – the 
things that bind Americans together as one 
people.  In its highest form, this common 
culture is the sum of our intellectual 
inheritance, our legacy from all the ages that 
have gone before us… Our system of 
education is like a pyramid.  Success at each 
level—high school, college, and beyond—
depends on earlier preparation.  Mediocrity 
at any stage will diminish possibilities for 
the next.  A cracked foundation threatens the 
whole.iv     

 
Certainly if elementary schools have a foundational 
responsibility, families and homes play a 
“cornerstone”  role in that foundation.  What is the 
“common culture”  that our families and schools are 
conveying to our children?  Does the mindset of the 
average entrance-level college student say anything 
about the degree to which we as a people have 
discharged our obligation to convey the “sum of our 
intellectual inheritance”  or the “ legacy from all the 
ages that have gone before us”?           
 
In one of the great military conflicts described in the 
Book of Mormon, the enemy fought with more 
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strength and courage than it ever had in recorded 
history:  “Yea, never had the Lamanites been known 
to fight with such exceedingly great strength and 
courage, no, not even from the beginning.” v   
 
And yet, the Lord’s people prevailed based upon a 
simple but supremely powerful principle:  they were 
“ inspired by a better cause.” vi     
 
No culture can survive that is ignorant of its own 
traditions.  Our culture – our Christian, American 
culture – has for centuries been guided and preserved 
by people who were inspired by a better cause:  
Luther and the Reformation, Washington and the 
Revolution, Joseph and the Restoration, and Lincoln 
and the Union, to name a few.   
 
The Nephites of ancient America were no different:  
“ for they were not fighting for monarchy nor power 
but they were fighting for their homes and their 
liberties, their wives and their children, and their all, 
yea, for their rites of worship and their church.” vii  
And, most importantly, “ they were doing that which 
they felt was the duty which they owed to their 
God.” viii 
 
May we and our children be so inspired by a better 
cause – for our God, for our families, and for our 
country. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
--Grant Beckwith 
_______________________________ 
i William J. Bennett, “The Educated Child: A Parent’s Guide 
from Preschool through Eighth Grade”  Simon & Schuster, 
1999 p. 11 [“The Educated Child” ] 
ii Beloit College, Mindset List for the Class of 2010, Beloit, 
WI, 2006 (NPR Broadcast, Morning Edition, August 29, 
2006).  
iii Id. 
iv William J. Bennett, “The Educated Child: A Parent’s Guide 
from Preschool through Eighth Grade”  Simon & Schuster, 
1999 p. 11-12 
v Alma 43:43 
vi Alma 43:45 
vii Id. 
viii Alma 43:46. 

 
Family Lecture Series Calendar 

 
September 8 Elder Hartman Rector Jr. 
October 13 UEA No lecture Series 
November 10   Dr. Robin Hancock 
January 12       David Handy 
February 9       Elder Richard E. Cook 
 
The Family Lecture Series is offered the second 
Friday of each month during the school year at the  
American Heritage School North auditorium 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Please be seated by 7:25 p.m.  
Admission is free of charge.  All are welcome – ages 
14 and up.  If you would like to personally meet and 
greet the guest lecturer, all are invited to attend a 
reception with light refreshments that is held 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the School’s upstairs 
boardroom.        
 

Homeschool Curriculum 
 
The Family Education Center is in the process of 
drafting the second installment to the American 
Heritage Homeschool Curriculum, which we hope to 
release by the end of the year.  We also plan to make 
the currently available history curriculum (“Creation 
through Middle Ages” ) accessible for purchase 
electronically via the Internet in smaller unit-sized 
portions.  Homeschoolers stay tuned!   
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ELDER HARTMAN RECTOR, JR. 
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Born and raised in Missouri, Hartman Rector, Jr., joined the Church 
in 1952. In 1968 he was called as a member of the Quorum of the 
Seventy. He has twice served as a mission president in the Alabama-
Florida and California San Diego Missions. A former naval aviator, 
he spent twenty-six years in the U.S. Navy and the Naval Reserve, 
where he is a captain. He is married to Constance Kirk Daniel Rector, 
and they have nine children. 
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Dr. Robin Hancock has pursued a long and varied career in the music world.  His early training was in 
Seattle where he soloed with the Northwest Chamber Orchestra, the Central Washington Symphony, 
and played for the Northwest Boychoir.  Dr. Hancock holds degrees from Central Washington 
University, Brigham Young University, and Boston University.  His specialty is the piano music of 
Rachmaninoff, having written a dissertation on Rachmaninoff’s relationship to 19th century music.  

  
Dr. Hancock is sought after as a chamber musician and collaborative artist.  Recent appearances 
include West Coast Clarinet Congress, National Association of Jazz Educators, Congress of the 
Americas in Puebla Mexico, Cheyenne Symphony Guild, and the UVSC production of Enchanted 
April.  He has accompanied over 300 student, faculty, and guest artist recitals in the last decade. 

   
Dr. Hancock is seen and heard on the KBYU radio and TV networks and appears on CDs through 
BYU-Tantara label.  He is married to Cheri Hancock, a member of the American Heritage School 
faculty, and they have one daughter, Holly.   ��
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